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Weather Summary:  Warmer temperatures and some rain in northern and central Florida characterized the weather for 

the reference week. According to the Florida Automated Weather Network, for the week ending February 6, Marianna, 

Alachua, Gadsden, and Santa Rosa counties reported two inches or more of rain, while Jefferson and Baker counties 

reported slighted over one inch. The south received half an inch to no rainfall. Dry conditions persisted throughout the 

State. Temperatures averaged mostly three to seven degrees above normal with the exception of the Pensacola area, which 

had temperatures below normal. Lows were mostly in the 40s and 50s and highs were in the 70s and 80s. 

 

 

 

 

Field Crops:  Within the northern and central areas, soil moisture improved in Gadsden, Jackson, Columbia, and Polk 

counties. In Columbia County, soil preparation took place for spring crops. In Miami-Dade County, sweet potatoes have 

recovered from prior freezes. In the Everglades, sugarcane growers were harvesting fields as quickly as possible to 

mitigate losses. Warm weather following the freezes has caused some sugar to ferment in sugarcane stocks. Growers were 

able to replenish seed cane that was lost due to freezes in December and January.  

 

 

Vegetables:  Most locations in the winter vegetable production counties received no precipitation. In Suwannee County, 

field preparation was underway for watermelon. Reports from areas west of Lake Okeechobee stated that vegetable 

volumes remained low with post harvest concerns. Also within the same area, spring vegetable planting was nearly 

complete. In Miami-Dade County, farmers planted sweet corn and tomatoes. Market movement included: snap beans, 

cabbage, celery, sweet corn, endive, escarole, bell peppers, radishes, squash, tomatoes, and strawberries.  



  

Livestock and Pastures:  The condition of pasture Statewide improved slightly from the previous week. Feeding of hay 

to livestock was ongoing as 60 percent of the pasture was in poor condition. The condition of the cattle ranged from very 

poor to excellent with most in fair to good condition. In the Panhandle area, pasture condition ranged from very poor to 

excellent with most in poor to fair condition. Winter grazing was growing, overcoming with difficulty the early challenges 

of cold and dry weather. Stock pond water levels were low. Hay and supplements were fed to livestock. In the northern 

areas, pasture condition ranged from very poor to good with most poor to fair. Cool season forage made some progress 

and most was being grazed. Hay usage was still strong. The cattle condition ranged from poor to excellent with most in 

fair condition. In the central areas, pasture condition ranged from very poor to good with most in poor condition. Warmer 

weather triggered some warm season forage growth. Some cool season annual pastures were being grazed. In the 

southwestern areas, pasture condition ranged from very poor to excellent with most in poor condition. However, the 

condition was somewhat improved due to warmer weather and good soil moisture of the past weeks. The cattle condition 

ranged from poor to excellent with most in fair condition. 

 

 

 

Citrus:  Temperature lows were in the 40s and 50s with highs in the 80s across most of the citrus area. This week, 21 of 

the 25 FAWN stations in the citrus area recorded some precipitation, with four of them recording more than a half-inch. 

Alachua County reported the most, with 2.64 inches of rainfall recorded. Overall, there were moderate to severe drought 

conditions in most of the citrus area according to the U.S. drought monitor, last updated on February 1st. Indian River, 

Brevard, and part of St Lucie counties were experiencing extreme drought conditions. Forty-eight packinghouses and 18 

processors have opened. Harvest of early and midseason oranges and grapefruit continued, with processing plants running 

early and midseason oranges at full capacity. Cultural practices continued, including irrigation and application of lime. 
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